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Justification and Sanctification
I. Justification
A. Introduction (questions): Does what we believe about the nature of sin and the nature of Christ influence what we believe about justification and sanctification? Does LGT even fit with the gospel? What exactly is the gospel? 

B. What is justification?  Every line of Christian thought agrees that justification is a lost sinner accounted righteous before God by accepting Jesus’ death on the cross for forgiveness of sin; that this is a free gift from God that can only be received by faith in Jesus.                                                                                                                                            There is disagreement on how to understand sin that may continue in the life of a person that has been forgiven or justified. Is continuing in sin to be expected with continued forgiveness or is sin supposed to be overcome? 

C. What is justification supposed to accomplish in a person’s life if anything at all? Everyone agrees that forgiveness of sin is essential. What about being “born again’? Is that an essential feature of justification? Some say that it is, while others say it is a separate experience that may come later.   *What did Jesus say?
John 3:3
D. Is the new birth included in justification? If one must be born again to be saved, can the new birth be separated from forgiveness of sin? If justification is forgiveness only without being born again, how can one enter the kingdom of God? Jesus said that there is no salvation without being born again. 
Romans 1:16a   
According to Paul the gospel is power for real life, not merely a theory; an intellectual construct for theologians to debate. The new birth brings this power via the Holy Spirit.
E. My Partial Testimony (9-10 minutes): My experience illustrates an understanding of the gospel that had no power in contrast to the gospel with the power to change one’s life.
I am convinced that nobody understands the new birth unless they have experienced it (no matter how much theological training they may have).
F. Here are Bible verses consistent with a changed heart via the new birth being included in justification.
John 3:5
Why do we need to be born of the Spirit in the here and now? Won’t sin dominate the life that doesn’t have the power of the Spirit?
Romans 8:9b
We can’t be a Christian or live the Christian life without the Holy Spirit.    
2 Corinthians 5:17
The way to be in Christ is to be a new creature or a new creation which is done by the Holy Spirit.
When David had repentance and prayed for forgiveness from sin, he also asked for a clean heart and for the Spirit to renew him. “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right Spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10. David saw forgiveness of sin and a new heart as parts of the same package.
G. Ellen White notes that is the correct way to understand forgiveness of sin. 
She agreed with David that forgiveness includes transformation of the heart.
Mount of Blessing, 114
“God’s forgiveness is not merely a judicial act by which He sets us free from condemnation. It is not only forgiveness of sin, but reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow of redeeming love that transforms the heart. David had the true conception of forgiveness when he prayed, ‘Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right Spirit within me.’ Psalm 51:10.” MB 114.
“Without regeneration through faith in His blood, there is no remission of sins.” COL 113.
Perhaps Ellen White’s most powerful statement that shows that being born again of the Holy Spirit, becoming a new creature in Christ Jesus, is included in Justification is this one in Christ Object Lessons, page 163.
Christ Object Lessons, 163
“As the sinner, drawn by the power of Christ, approaches the uplifted cross, and prostrates himself before it, there is a new creation. A new heart is given him. He becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus. Holiness finds that it has nothing more to require. God Himself is ‘the justifier of him which believes in Jesus.’ Rom. 3:26.” COL 163.
Comments -                                                                                                                                                      Especially note that she refers to Romans 3:26. All the verses at the end of Romans three are about being justified. She sees the new heart via the Holy Spirit as holiness that will never be improved upon, and she refers to it as being justified!
The Desire of Ages, 388
“It is through the Spirit that Christ dwells in us; and the Spirit of God, received into the heart by faith, is the beginning of life eternal.” DA 388.
It is common to ask for forgiveness of sin without experiencing true repentance. When going through the motions, the person is not ready to receive the “born again” experience via the Holy Spirit. In such cases the person will not have the peace of full surrender and forgiveness of sin. Therefore, eternal life will not have begun because they have not been justified. In such a case, the person will not sense assurance of salvation.  
True confession only happens when there is genuine repentance.
 Other Important clarifications from Ellen White (There could be many more).
Our High Calling, 82
“Sins not repented of are sins not forgiven.” OHC 82. 
“Christ is able to save to the uttermost all who come to Him in faith. He will cleanse them from all defilement if they will let Him. But if they cling to their sins, they cannot possibly be saved; for Christ’s righteousness covers no sin unrepented of.” 7 BC 931.
Comment on how to understand 1 John 1:9. True confession can only come from genuine repentance. But on the other hand, when one has true repentance and comes seeking forgiveness of sin, that one becomes a new creation in Christ Jesus through the Holy Spirit. God has justified this person. He or she is forgiven and cleansed, and renewed. They are now made “right with God.”
The Faith I Live By, 249
“If you are right with God today, you are ready if Christ should come today.” FILB 249.
Salvation is actually simple. It’s us making a full surrender that’s hard. It’s an incredible battle with self.
Justification makes a person right with God bringing in the power of the Holy Spirit. That’s assurance!
Christ Object Lessons, 314
“’As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God…’ John 1:12. This power is not in the human agent. It is the power of God. When a soul receives Christ, he receives the power to live the life of Christ.” COL 314.
H. Summary of Justification
Justification is being made right with God by:                                                                                                                 1.) pardon of sin.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        2.) cleansing from sin                                                                                                                                                                      3.) being born again of the Holy Spirit.
II. Sanctification
A. What is sanctification?
Justification is getting right with God, and…
Sanctification is staying right with God
How do we stay right with God?
B. There are many Bible expressions that mean the same thing as sanctification. These give us some understanding for how to stay right with God.
Abide in Christ – John 15:4                                                                                                                                                        Walk in the Spirit – Gal. 5:16, 25                                                                                                                                                             Be led of the Spirit – Eph. 5:18
Christ lives in me – Gal. 2:20
Christ in you – Col. 1:27                                                                                                                                                        Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith – Eph. 3:17 
As you can see Paul talked a lot about the sanctified life. I don’t think he saw it as an optional part of the plan of salvation.
C. Is sanctification included in the gospel? 
2 Thessalonians 2:13b (Start with “God hath…”)
D. What is the relation between sin and sanctification?
Of course, Sanctification has to be a part of the plan of salvation because – remember, sanctification is staying right with God. It is knowingly choosing sin that breaks the right relation to God. Known sin breaks sanctification because sin separates from God.
Isaiah 59:2. 
“The willful commission of a known sin silences the witnessing voice of the Spirit, and separates the soul from God…’To whom you yield yourselves to obey, his servants you are to whom you obey.’ [Rom. 6:16] If we indulge anger, lust, covetousness, hatred, selfishness, or any other sin, we become the servants of sin. ‘No man can serve two masters.’ [Matt. 6:24] If we serve sin, we cannot serve Christ.” MYP 114.
To sin is to go back to living in the flesh instead of in the Spirit.
Romans 8:8, 13
Remember Romans 6:23 says that “the wages of sin is death.” Sin is always the enemy. We should never defend it, excuse it, or allow for it because any known sin separates us from God. We can’t stay right with God while we are knowingly choosing sin. Knowingly choosing sin is actually choosing another master, and Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters.” Matthew 6:24.
The Faith I Live By, 138
“The helpless sinner must cling to Christ as his only hope. If he lets go his hold for a moment, he imperils his own soul and the souls of others. Only in the exercise of living faith are we safe. But the commission of any known sin, the neglect of known duties, at home or abroad, will destroy faith, and disconnect the soul from God.”
Consider the sound logic of this. Say you are right with God walking in the Spirit, but then the devil throws a real temptation at you. At that point the Holy Spirit is speaking to you saying this would be wrong (that little voice we call our conscience), “turn away from this, flee to Christ. He is your present help in any trouble.” Now, if you choose to continue to listen to and to obey the devil, how can you claim that you are staying right with God in the sanctified life? 
E. Does God see known sin differently from unknown or ignorant sin?
James 4:17
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, Volume Five, p. 1145
“We shall not be held accountable for light that has not reached our perception, but for that which we have resisted and refused. A man could not apprehend the truth which had never been presented to him, and therefore could not be condemned for light he never had…None will be condemned for not heeding light and knowledge that they never had.” 5 BC 1145.
Testimonies for the Church, Volume One, p. 116
“If light come, and that light is set aside or rejected, then comes condemnation and the frown of God; but before the light comes, there is no sin, for there is no light for them to reject.” 1T 116.
There are two distinct yet, very important truths about sanctification; abiding in Christ.                                         1.) Staying right with God and not willfully or knowingly choosing sin.
1 John 3:6
2.) There is a need to grow in knowledge and grace where unknown sins are not held to a person’s account. (further comments and examples). 
        F.   The incredible blessings of sanctification!
If we understand sanctification as God working in us every day through the Holy Spirit, we should be incredibly happy about it. Who knows what amazing things God will do in your life.
Education, p. 257
“Through faith in Christ, every deficiency of character may be supplied, every defilement cleansed, every fault corrected, every excellence developed.” Ed 257.
Ephesians 3:16-20
Comments as reading through verses – 
III. Sanctification and the Second Coming
1 Thessalonians 3:23-24
Concluding remarks
